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Poet Wang Wei’s Landscape Poetry and His Thoughts
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Abstract

The thoughts regarding Zen in Wang Wei’s landscape poetry come from
his faith and attainments in Zen. Thus, before discussing the implications of
Zen in Wang Wei’s landscape poetry, one should look closely at the trends in
Zen Buddhism in Wang Wei’s era, as well as Wang Wei’s Zen educational
background. In general, the ways in which Wang Wei’s poetry was impacted
by Zen can be sorted into two types — the common ““Zen meditation poetry”
that, while having limited artistic value, still provides insights into Wang
Wei’s attainments in Zen, and his landscape related ““Zen spirit poetry”,
which is the main topic of this assay. Zen spirit poetry deals with mountains
and water’s metaphorical ability to transmit Zen ideas and express the
essence of Zen. In this assay, four directions are adopted to probe further into
the topic. First, we discuss the ““go with the flow mentality’” in the boundaries
of life presented in Wang Wei’s landscape poetries, followed by the ““quiet and
deserted” Zen prospect in Wang Wei’s landscape poetries. Next we integrate
the intuitive Zen religious with intuitive aesthetic conceptions to show the
real meaning of direct valid cognizance, and finally, the assay, through
dialectical views on quietness and movement, which manifest the quiet and
deserted aspect of Zen, as well as the spirit of Zen in the environment.

Keywords: landscape poetry, Zen prospect, quiet and deserted, intuition, direct
valid cognizer
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